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PREFACE. 



THE Celebrated Dean of St.Patrick's fome- 
where obferves, that a man of talents no 
fooney emerges from obfcurity than all the block- 
heads are infl^ntly up in, arms againft him* 
Fully; perfuaded of the truth of this oSferva? 
tion^ L Ihould have been, prepared for hpftility, 
had I imagined myfelf . a . man of talents; b(Ut, 
knowing the contrary too well, I little expeftf 
ed that the harmlefs effays from my pen would 
have conjured up againft me this numerous and 
ftupid hoft. It is their misfortune, never to 
form a right conception of ^ny perlbn or thing, 
and therefore jtheir abufe is not always a cer- 
tain proof of merit in the obje6l on which it is 
bellowed: their ignorance leffens the honour 
conferred by their envy, hatred and malice. 

I have long been the butt of the filly afoer-^ 
fions of this grovellipg tribej but their ipite 
never difcovered itfelf in its deepeft colours, 
till they faw n^Cj as they imagined, " iffue from 
" poverty to the appearance of better condi- 
** tion." Then it was that their gall ran over, 
and jaundiced their whole countenances ; then 
it was that the ftupideft of all ftupid gazettes, 
that lewd and common ftrunipet, tl;ie Aurora^ 
became pregnant with the following hajiard^ aa^ 
abundant in falfehood as any one that ever 
fprang. from the loins of Foot Richard. 
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HISTORY OF PETER PORCUPINE, 



" Mr. Bache, 

^* As the people of America may not be 
'* informedi who Peter Porcupine is, the 
*' celebrated manufafturer of Hes^ and retailer 
** 6ijilth^l will give you fome little account of 
f' this peftiferous toimal. This wretch was 
f* obliged to ahfcohd from his darling Old Eng- 
*' land to avoid being turned off into the other 
** world before, what he fuppofed, his time. 
*^ It may be well imagined, that in a land of 
" liberty and flowing with milk and honey, his 
** precipitate retreat could not have been owing 
** to any offence committed againft the govern- 
" ment very honourable to himfelf. Gnawed 
" by the worm that never dies, his own wretch- 
" eqinefs would ever prevent him from making 
** any attempt in favour of human bappinefs. 
** His ufual occupation at home was that of a 
^ ^arret'fcrihhler^ excepting a litrie night-buji^ 
*' nefs occafionally, to fupply unavoidable ex-^ 
** igencies; Grubb^ftreet did not anfwer his 
** purpofes> and being fcented by certain tip- 
^* fiaffs for fomething more than fcribbling, he 
^* took a French leave for France. His evil 
" genius purfued him hercj and as Ms fingers 
" were as long as ev^ry.he was obliged as fud- 
" denly to leave the Republic, which has now 
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*' drawn forth allhis venom for her attempt to 
** do Yiim- jujlice. On his arrival in this coun* 
*^ try, he figured fome time as a pedq^ogUei 
" but as this employment learcely furniflied 
** him fait to his porridge, he having ht&OL li^ 
*' terally without hardly bread to eat, and not 
** a fecond ihirt X.6 his batfc/' he refumed his old 
" xjccupation of fcribbling, having little chance 
** of fuccefs in the other employments which 
** drove him to this cpuntrJ^ His talent at lies 
*^ znd Billingsgate rhetoric ^ introduced him to 
*',the notice of a certain foreign agent^ who 
" was known during the Revolution by the 
** name of traitor. This faid agent has been 
" feento pay frequent vifits to Peter. To 
*' atone for his tranfgreffions in the mother 
** country, as well as to get a little more bread 
" to eat than he had been accuftomed to, he 
" enlifted in the caufe of his gracious Majefty. 
*' From the' extreme of poverty and filth, he 
*^ has fuddenly fprouted into at lead the ap- 
" pearance of better condition; for he has tak- 
^ tix a houfe for the fale of his large poifon, at 
** the enormous rent of fwelve hundred dollars 
•^ a year iSind hzs paid a yearns rent inadnjanceW 
" The public will now be enabled to account 
** for the overflowings of his gall againft the 
^* Republic of France, and the Republicans 
*' of this country, as well as his devotion to 
" the caufe of tyrariny aid of Kings. From 
** the frequency of vifits paid him by the agent 
*^ already n^entioned, and his fudden change 
^ of condition, fectet fervice-money mufl have 
** been liberally employed; for his zeal to 
" make atonement to his mother country feems 
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*^; pfeponiofie4 to the magnitude of his of- 
,"_feaiict^ and the guineas .advanced.; As this 
^^ fugitive felon has crept from his. hple^ his 
*f quilU yiiW now become harmlefe;; for hither- 
*V to they have only excited appjrelienfion be- 
" cauff? the beaft who fhot ^hem was conceal- 
er ed.; 4 have a number of anecdotes refpedi- 
V ing him> that I will foon trouble you with, 
" for the amufemen^ of the public. Xhis ftate- 
" mtm will convince P^trr, that I know 
" him well, and that I have only difclofeid a 
"part of the truth. ; 



ee PAUL HEDGEUOp. 
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This Paul Hedgehog I know nothing, of. I 
cai^ hardly fuppofe that he is one of my cou- 
fins at New- York: if he be, for the honour 
of our family, . I hope that he is a baftard- 
But, let Paul be what he will, he is not the 
only one who has attempted to fink me in the 
opinion of a public that has ever honoured my 
effaysiwith diftinguifhed marks of approba- 
tion. I have been well informed, that it is 
currently reported, that Mr. Thomas Bradford,, 
the Book-feller, " put a coat upon piy back,'* 
and that, when I was fiirft favoured with his 
patronage, I had not a '' fecond fhirt to my- 
" back.** 
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Were I to calculate iipon the ufual opera- 
tions of truth and gratitude, I ftould loqk up- 
on it as impoflible tl^at infinuations of this , 
kind' had ever been thrown out by Mr. Brad- 
foi^d, or aty of his family; biit, now-a-days, 
in this happy age of reafpn and liberty, we 
fee I fuch^^ extraordinary things happen in the 
world, that to doubt, at leaft, does not argue 
an excefs of credulity or incredulity. 

Let the propagators of all thefe falfehoods 
be who th^y may; I aqi much obliged to them 
for giving me this opportunity of pubiifliing 
the Hirfory of my Life and Adventures, a 
thing that I wais determined to do, whenever 
a fair ofccafion offered, and which never could 
have bee^ fo well timed as at the monlent 
when I am fteppihg into a fifuation, where 
I may probably continue for the reft of my 
life. 

I here remember well what I faid in my Ob- 
fervations on the Emigration of Doff or Prie/iky. 
** No man has a right to pry into his neigh- 
** hour's private concerns; and the opinions of 
*' every man are his private concerns, while 
*^ he keeps them fo ; that is to fay, while they 
** are confined to himfelf, his family and parti- 
'^ cular friends ; but, when he makes thofe opi- 
*' nions public; when he once attempts to 
*^ make converts, whether it be in religion, 
*' politics, or any thing elfe ; when he once 
*' comes forward as a candidate for public ad- 
*' miration, efteem or cpmpaffion, his opinions, 
" his pri^ciples, his motives, every aftion of 
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** his life, public or private, beocmie the feir 
•' fubjeft of public difctiffion.'^ 

. This is a principle I laid down in the firft 
original page I ever wrote fpr the prcfs. On 
this principle it is, that I think myfelf juftifi^ 
ed in the prefent publication, and that I am 
xeady to approve of others for publiihing what- 
ever they may know concerning me. Let 
them write on, till their old pens are worn 
to the flump : let the devils fweat; let them 
fire their balls at my reputation, till the very 
prefs cries out murder* If ever they hear me 
whine or complain, I will give them leave to 
fritter my carcafs and trail my guts along the 
ilreet, as the French fans*culottes did thofe of 
Thomas Mauduitr 
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; ,tIF£ AN.fi ApVENTtlRlES . ' 
P E T E R P 6 R C U P I N E. 

TO be clefcendedl from ^n illuftrious fami- 
ly certainly rcflejfts hdnour.on any man, 
in Ipite of the ' Jans-culotte . priaqipl^s. of the 

frefent day*. This^s, ^however, an nonouj: that 
have no pretenfioii to% ^ All that I cai^ boaft 
of in my birth, is/that t was born in Qld Eng^ 
land; the country from whence came tHe ,naen 
who explored ind. fettled North America J. the 
country of Pepn, and. of the father, and mo- 
ther of General Waflxington* * 

. /V^ith relpe£i tp my anceftors, 1 (hall go no 
further back* thyan, my grand-father, and for 
thisplaiix reafoft, tTiat I never heard talk, of any 

Erior.to hiirv^ He was«a dgy-labovircr, and I 
ave heard my father fav, that he worked for 
one , farmer from the day of his ma,rriagq to 
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that of his death, ujxWards of forty yfears. Efe 
^icd before t was bom, but I have often flept 
beneath the Wie roof tbat had fhehered him> 
and where bis widow:d*eh for fevcral years ?f- 
terhis deaths It wasa little thatched cottage wi& 
a garden before tb« door.^ It fead biat two. win- 
dows ;^ ft damfon tree diaded one, and a clump^ 
^f filhefts the other. Here I and my brothers^ 
went every Chriftmaa^ .i^nd Whitfuntide, ta 
%>end a week dr two, and torment the poor old 
woman with om noife and dlkpidations. She 
tije^ t^^ fcive Oil* jjaift satfad breid . JFoil break- 
faft, an apple pudding for our dinner, and a 
piece of bread and cheefe for fupper-^ He« 
fire was^ made ef turf,, tiat from the neighbour* 
ing heath,; and hei: evening light was a xu& 
dipped iorgreaJGe- , . , 

Iffpw mneh better is^. it, thti3 to ten: the naked 
trttth, thiin to defcend tf^lbc^ miferable ftiifts 
ps Do6ipi' Franklin had had recourfe to/ in or- 
der, to !petfuade peoplip, that his fore-fathers 
were men of wealth and confideration. Not 
bci% alile to/ refer his reader to the herald^s 
office for proofs oif the fame and antiquity of 
his faihily, he .appeals to the etymology of his 
name, and pointsout a paflage in an obfolete 
book, whence he h^as theconfeiencetoi^fift^on 
iDur con^kdmgi . that, m the Old Engliffi lau^ 
guage> a Franklin meant a man idgmd refuta- 
tion and of confeqmnct^ According to Ife£tor 
johnfoii, a Franklin was what we now call a 
gentleman's fteward orland-bailiiF,a perfonage 
tme degree d:)0V€ a bumbailife and that's aH- 
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.. Every one will, I bope, have the gojod0e& 
to believe, that myigraudfathex was no phijo* 
Copher. Indeed be was not. He never made ^ 
a lightning rod nor bottled Qp a fingle quart 
•of Xun-fbine in the whole courfe of faia life« 
He was no ainpranae-maker, nor quack, nor 
chimpey-do(ftor, nor {Qap-boiler> nor amba0a^ 
<3ory nor printjer'^ devil : neither was he a de- 
ift, and all hi« children were born in wedlock. 
The, legacies he left, were^ his fcythe, his reap- 
Hook, and his flail; he t>^ueathed no old and 
irrecoverable debts to ah liofpital : he neVer 
cheated thtpmr durmg Ms lijc^ nor tnoc^edthem 
in his deaths He has, it Is true, been fufTered 
to fleep quietly beneath the green-rord; hut, if 
bis defcendants cannot point to his ftatue over 
the door of a libraiy, they have not the mor-' 
tification to liear him daily accufed of having 
been a whoremafler, a hypocrite and an in- 
fidelv 

My father, when I was bom, Was a fawner* 
The reader will eafiiy believie, from the pover- 
ty of his parents, that he had received no ve-» 
ry brilliant education : he was, however, learn- 
ed, for a man in his rank of life* When a 
little boy, he drove plough for two-pence a day, 
and thefe his earnings were, appropriated ,t(j 
the ^xpenfes of an evening fchooL M^hata, 
village fchool-mafler could be expefted to teach, 
he had learnt, and bad befides confiderably 
improved himfelf in feveral branches of the 
mathematicks. He underftood land furveying 
well, and was often chofen to draw the plans 
of difputed territory: in ftiort, he had the re- 
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putatten'of poflfefling cipferience and under- 
ftanding, which never fails, in England, to 
give a man in a conntiy place, fooie little 
weight, with his neighbours. He was honeft, in- 
dul&ious, and frugal; it wa8jiot,the;refore, won- 
Mefful, that he ftiould be fittrated in a good 
f^rm, and happy in' a wife of his own rank, 
like him, beloved.and rcf|yeftcd. 

So much for my anceftofis^ from whom, if 
I derive no honour, I derive no Ihamc. 

I had (and I hope I yet have) three bro- 
thers : the cldeft is a Ihop-keeper, the fecond 
a farmer, , and the youngeft, if alive, is in the 
fervice of the Honourable Eaft India company, 
a private foldier, perhaps, as I have Been in 
the fervice of the king. I was born on the 
ninth of March 1 766 : the exad age of my 
brother? I have forgotten, but I remember hav^ 
ing he^rd my mother fay, that ther^ was but 
three yegfrs and three quarters difference be-» 
tween the' age pf the pWeft 8ud that of the 
youngeft. 

A father like ours, it will be readily fuppof- 
ed did not fuffer ua to eat the bread of idlenefs. 
I do npt remember the time when I did not 
earn my living. My firft occupation was, driv- 
ing the fmalf birds from the turnip feed, and 
the rooks from the peas. "When I nrft trudge4 
a-field, with my wooden bottle and my fatchel 
fwung over my ftioiilders, I was hardly able to 
climb the gates and ftiles, and, at the.clofe 
of the day, to reach home was a talk of infi* 



J 



/ ( IS ) 

nite difficTilty.\M)^nextc^^ was weed- 

ing whe^t,. ant! Jeidihg a fingle horfe at bar- 
rowing bai-Iey.^ Hoeing peas followed, and 
hence T'aWved at the honour of joining the 
reapers in harV^ft, driving the team and hold- 
ing plough. We were all of us ftrong and la- 
borious, and my father ufed to boaft, that he 
had four boys, the eldeft of'whom was but fif- 
teen years old, who did as much work as any 
, three men in the parilh of Farnham* Honeft 
|)ride, atid Bappy days ! 

I have- fonrt .faint recollcfiion of going 
to fchool to an ol(i woman, who, I believci . 
did not foccted m.learhing me my letters. In 
the winter e^tiings my father learnt us all to 
read and write, and gave us a pretty toleraWd 
knowledge of arithmetic. . Grammar he did 
riotperifeHfy uiiderfland himfelf, and there- 
fore hid endeavours to learii us that, neceflari- 
fy failed; for, though he thought he underftood 
it, and though he mide us get the rules by 
heart; we learnt nothing at all of the princi- 
ples. 

Oxit religibia was that of the Church of Er.g- 
iand^ to which I Have ever remained attach- 
ed; the more fo, perhaps, as it bears the namfe 
of my country. As my ancellors^ were never 
perfecuted for their religious opinion^, thfey 
never had an opportunity of giving fuch a lin- 
gular proof of their faith as DoAor Franklid^s 
grandfather did, when he kept his'Bible uiider 
the lid of a clofe-ftool. (What a book-cafe!} 
if I bad been in the place of Do^or Fraa.klin; 



I never would have related thin ridiculous cir- 
c^iUnce, efpecialiy as k muft be couftrued 
vita a boaft of his gfaadfather^s haying an ex- 
traordinary degree 6f veneration for a, book^, 
\yhich; it is. well know^> he himfelf di/rjt not 
believe in. ; . ; . , 

. As to polmcs^ ,we were lik^ tlie reft of the 
country people m E^igland,; that if to lay, we 
iiejither Juvew or thought any thing about thp 
matter. The fhouts of vidpry or thc/ mw^ 
murs at a defeat, would noW-and-then break 
ia ujX)n our. tranquillity for a m(mieaat; bqt I«do 
pot remember ever having feep a news-paper 
in the houfe, and moll certainly that.priva,tion 
^id not render us le& induilrious*. nappy or 
free. ■ : ■ 

. After, however, the Americap w^r hjLd coa- 
tinned for fome time, and the cjaufe and nature 
of it began to be underflood, or ratfaeir mifuu'i 
derilood, by the lower clafIe6,of the people in 
Englao^d, we became a little better acquainted 
with fubje£l$ of this kind. It is well known, 
that th^ people were, as to numbers, nearly 
equally divided in their opinions concerning 
that war, and their wjifhes refpefting the reiult 
of it. My father was a partizan 431, the Ame? 
jicans: he ufed frequently to difpute on the 
iubjeft with the gardener of a nobleman who 
lived near us. This was generally done with 
good humour, over a pot of our befl ale ; yet 
the difputants fometimes grew warm, and gave 
way to language that could not fail to attra^l 
our attention* My father was worfted witbou^ 
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Ambt, ts Ke hzd for aftitagbirift, a flircwd and 
fcnfible bid Sc6tcbmaii, far His lupericr id 
political kndwlec%€f; bttt^ pleaded bcfcMirf 
2^ partial indfence : we th<Ki|m thete was hni 
6ne wife man in the world, and, that that one 
Was our father. He who pleaded the caufe of 
the Americaiiff had an advantage, ^ too, with 
yonng minds t he had only to r^refent the 
king's ttoops as fentto cut the throatu of a peo-^ 
pie, our fnends and relations, merely becanfe 
they would tt^t fubmit to oppreffibni and hii 
^ufe wis gainedf Speaking to the paffions fe 
ever fiire to fuc<^d oo the unitfformed* * 

Mien of mtegrity are genebtlfy pretty ohfkti 
Jiate id adhering to an opinion once adopted: 
Wheth4*r it "mLS oWing to iWs, x>r to iJie weak- 
nefs of Mr. Martinis argun^ents, I will not pre- 
tend to fay, but he nei^r could ifeakci a cdnVert 
of my father: ht continuid ail Americah, iviA 
fo ftaunch a bne, that he wdtiM not have fufferejdl 
his beft friend t(> drink fuecefs to the king's arms 
it his table/ r cannot give the r«der a better- 
idea of his obftinacy in thisrifel^e^t, aiid of 
the lengdi to which this <fiflference in fehtiment 
^as carried in England, than* by relating the 
fdllowing inftance* c : » . 

My father ufed to take or^e of us withhiW 
every year to the great hop-fair at Wey-HIH. 
The fair was held at Old Michaelmas-tide, arid 
the journey Vi^as, to usi; a Ibrt of reward for the 
kbours of the fummer. It happcried ta be my 
tern to gothither the very year tharLong-Ifland 
was taken by the Britifli. A great company^ 
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of hop^merclmts aiid fannei^were ju^^ttiiig 
dowuto fopper as the^ppft arrived,, bringing ia 
t^^ eztrai^iiury. Gazette wh';cb anaounced 
tbqyi^ry, ..A bop^-fador fixM^!Laa4on.too!t 
the paper> pU!Q04 hi$ cl^iair i^pon tb? .table, and 
b^gaa to r^ad ^ith ai\ ;^udible voLp^* He w^ 
qppofed, a difpute jegfid^^; aj|d.jQi}r father r^. 
Ujj^d, takiijig m^hy th^ hand^^o anqthcy: apart- 
ment, ;where we fupped witj^ about . a r dc^efu 
others of the fame fentioients. liere Waihingr. 
ton V. healthy and fuccefs to the Americans^ 
were repeatedljr tbafted, , and this was. the firft 
time, as far as I can recolle(^, that I, e^^r heard 
the Generates name mentioned. Little dici t 
then dream, that I fhould eveij^ljsotheaQan, 
and ftill lef$ that, I ihould bear fome; of his owa 
cou^tryme^ reviliiig and exi^^A^^ , 

Let not the xeacl^r imagine, that I wifli to. 
ailume any merit from this, perhaps miilaken,. 
pr^udice of an bo^ured and belpyed parent. 
Whether he. wa? right or wroqg is : not now 
worth talking about:/ that I bad^no opiaion o£ 
my own is certain ;^ for, had 4ny father bpea on 
the other fide, I ihould have ^ifjen .on. the other 
fide too, and fhould have Ipoked upon the. 
company I then made a part of a^ makou"' 
tents and rebels. I mention thefe circum- 
ftances merely, tp fiiow that I; w;as not " nurfed 
" in the lap of ariftocracy,'* and thfii I did 
not imbibe my priacipies, or jprejodice^t from 
thofe who were the advocates of l^liad fubmit 
fion. If my father had any fault, it was not 
being fubmiifive eQough^ and I\an much 



afraid my acquaintance have but toa often dif« 
covered the lame fault ih his fon. 



It would be as ufelefs as , unentertaining to 
N dwell on the occupations and fports of a coim*% 
try boy; to lead the reader to fairs, cricket- 
matches and hare-hunts. I fliall therefore. come 
9<t once to the epoch, when an accident hap- 
pened tl;iat gave that turn to my future life, 
which.at laft brought me to the United States. 

Towards : the autumn of 1782 I went to vi- 
fit a rfdation who lived in the neighbourhood 
of Portfmouth* From the top of Portfdown, I, 
for the firft time, beheld the fea, and nb foon- 
er "did I behold it than I wiflied to be a failor. 
. I could never account for this fudden impulfe, 
nor can I now. Almoft all Englifti boys feel 
the fame inclination : it would feem^ that, like 
young clucks, inftindl leads them to rufti on the 
bofom of the water. 

' , ' ■ ^ 

But it. was not the fea alone that I faw: the 
grand fleet was riding at anchor at Spithead* 
• I had heard of the wooden walls of Old Eng- 
land : I had formed my ideas of a fliipjaijid'of 
a, fleet; but, what I now beheld fo far, fiirpafled 
what I had ever been; able to form a cori^eptipn 
of, that I flood loft between aftoriifhment and 
admiration. T had heard talk of the glorious 
deeds of our admirals and Tailors, of the defeat 
of the Spanifh Armada^ and of all thofe me- 
morable combats ,that good and true EngUfli- 
men never hi\ to relate to their children about 



^ -8 ) 

vfiurklrcfd times a ycar^ -The brave Tlodncy^s 
viidlories over bur nattiral enemies/ the Fretrch 
and Spaniards, had long been the theme of 
'KmTi^Y^ifCy and the*bnrtheti of;6nr fongs. The 
•fi^^rt • of the fleet brought all thcfe into my mind ; 
'itttonfufed order, it is- true, but with irrefiftJ- 
^te'fdfce. ' My heart was inflated with natioud 
piritie. The failors were my countrymen, the 
fleet belonged to my country, and fcrfcly Iliad 
my part in it, and' in* all its honbnr^ :^ ytet-, thibife 
honours^ I had not earned ; I toojk to myfelf a 
'fort of reproach for pofFefling what Ihaidl no 
right to, and refolved to have 'a jultclaifti by 
'^iharing in the hardfliips and the dangersl 

I arrived at my uncle-s late in the levetiirig, 

with tny mind full ' of my fea-laririg projeft. 

'Though I had walked thh-ty miles ^during tlife 

day, anc^ confequently wa^ well wearied, I flept 

not- z moment. It was nbfooner day-light than 

I arofe and walked down towards the old caftle 

on the . beach of Spitheac^- For a fi:stpence 

giveti" tq an invalid I got permiffion to go np on 

the battlements: here I had a clpfer vie# 6f 

. th^ fleet; and at every look my ipipatieiice tb 

beonboardincreafed. lii ftrort, ! went from 

'thj6 caftle to Portfmouth, gbt into ^ boat, ^nd 

! was iii a few minutes on bbai*d the pe^fiis mail 

' of v^ar, commanded by the Right Honbura:- 

ble Creprge Berkley, brother to the EaH of 

Beriley. ' / r ' ^' 

The Captain had moi^ compaffion than is 
generally met with in men of his profeffion : 
he reprefented to me Ae toils I muft undergo. 



9Pd tbe-pyiuihipentthat the leaf): difobedfencie 
QF neglefit would fubjeiSl me to^ He perfuaded 
mc to return home, and 1 r.emember ll^e con- 
cluded Ws advke with telling me, that it was 
better to b^ led to church in a halter, to be ti- 
ed to a girl that I did not like^ than to be tied 
i^ the gang-way> ' or^ as the failors call it, mar-v 
xied to. mj} roper. JFrom the conclufioh ,of this 
wholefome counfel, I perceived that the cap- 
tain thought I had eloped on account of a 
baftapd* i blufhed, and that confi^:^ed him, 
in his opinion; but I declare to. the reader, 
tiwt J was »o more guilty: of fuch an offence 
than Mr. Swanwick, or any other gentleman 
who is conftitutionally virtuous. No; thank hea- 
ven,. I have none of the FrankMntonian crimes 
to accufe payjfelf 6f;^ my children do ;iot hang 
their hats up in: other men's houfes ; I am nei- 
ther patriot nor philofophej;. . : . 

I in vaitt^ attempted to convince Captain 
Berkley, that choice alone had led me to the 
fea; he lent me on ihore, and I at laft quitted 
Portfinouth; but not before I had applied to 
the Port- Admiral, Evans, Xo get my name eur 
' rolled among thofe who were deftined for the 
fervice- I was, in. fpme fort, obliged to ac* 
quaint the. Admiral with what had paffed on 
board the Pegafus, in confequencc of which 
mvrequefl: was rcfufed, and I happily efcap-^ 
ea, forely againft my will, from the moft toil- 
fooie and perilous profeffion in the world. 

I returned once more to' the plough,, but I 
wa5.ipoiledfora farmer. I had, before my Pprti- 
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mbuth adventure, never known any other' am-' 
, bition than that of Turpafiing my brothers in the 
different labours of the' field ; but it was quite 
Otherwife liow; I fighed for a fight of the world ; 
the little ifland of Britain feemed too fmall a 
compafs for me. The things in whieh I had taken 
th^ moft delight were negleftied; the fingingof 
the birds grew infipid, and even the heart-cheer* 
' iiig cry of the hounds, after which I formerly ufed 
to .fly from my work, bound o'er the fields;, and 
dafh through the brakes arid coppices, was heard 
with the moft torpid indifference. Still, how-' 
ever, ,1 reiiiained at homel till the following 
Ipring, when i quitted it, perhaps, forever. 

It was on the fixth of May 1783, that T, 
tike Don Qjjixotte, falKed forth to feek 'ad- 
Ventures. I was drefied in my holiday clothes, 
in order to accompany two or three lafles to 
Cuildford fair. They were to affemble at a 
houfe about three miles from my home, where 
I was to attend them; but, unfortunately for 
jne, I had to crofs the London turnpike road-' The 
l^age-coach had juft turned the fummit of a hill ' 
and Avas rattling down towards me at a merry 
rate. ' The notion of going to London never 
entered my mind till this very moment, yet the 
ftep was completely determined on, before the 
jcoach came tp the fpot where I flood. Up I 
got, and was in London about nine o'clock 
in the evening/ 

It was by mere accident that I had money 
enough to defray the expenfcs of this day. 
Being rigged out for the fair, I had three or 
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four crown and half-crown pieces (which moft 
certainly I did not intend to fpend) befides a 
few (hillings and half-pence. This Aiy little 
all, which I had been years in amaffing, melt*- 
ed away, like fnow before the fun, when touch-- 
cd by the fingers of the inn-keepers and their 
waiters. In ftiort, when I arrived at Ludgate- 
Hill, and had paid my fare, I had but about 
half a crown in my pocket. 

By a commencement of that good luck, which 
has hitherto attended me through all the fitua- 
tions in whi<:h fortune, has placed me, I was 
preferved. from ruin. A gentleman, who was 
one of the paffengers in the ftage, felt into 
conyerfation with me at dinner, andhefoon 
learnt that I was going I knew not whither nof 
for what. This gentleman was a hpp-mercbant 
in the borough of Southwark, and, upon clbf- 
cr in'quiry, • it appeared that he had often dealt 
with my father at Wey-Hill. He knew the 
danger I was in; he was himfelf a father, and 
he ftlt for my parents. His houfe became my 
home, he wrote to my father, and endeavoured 
to prevail on me to obey his orders, which 
Were to return immediately home. I am afhajm- 
ed tofay that I was difobedient., It was the firft 
time I had ever been fo, and I have repent- 
ed of it from that moment to this. Willingly 
would I have returned, but pride would not 
fuffer me to do it. I feared the fcoifs of my 
acquaintances more than the real evils that 
threatened me. 
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iiMy/gf^TOus preferver, findiiag-ray ^bAiBa^^ 
ff y a^ to be overcome, began to jopk jput foi; 
aa employment fpr me. . He was preparing an 
advertifement for the news-paper, when aa ac* 
qijaintance of his, an attorney, call^ in tq 
i^ him. fie rdated my adventure to this gen- 
tleman, whofe name was HpUand, and wbQ, 
hftppeaing to want an underftrapping .quilit 
dri^r, did me the honour to take me iptp his 
fendce, and the next day faw me perched up- 
' 9la,:a grcJat high ftool; in an <^fcure chamber 
iflt Gray's Inn, endeavouring to decypher the 
grabbed draughts of my employer. 

r ...■'• - ' ' ^ .:. ■ \ . / . ' [ .,. 

f Ifcduld write a gopd plain hand, but I could 
jpiitf.reid the pot-hooks and hangers of Mr, 
I^Qlland. He was a month in learning me to 
9Qpy witbont . almpfV continual ^iliftapce, and 
eyefti then I.wa^ qC but little uftf to him; for, 
fe^4e? that I yy-rofe a fnaiFs pace, my want of 
Ipl^wl^dge iix orthography gavej him infinity 
frovible,: . Q) that, fpr the firft two months I was 
a. dead weight tipQEi his. hands. Time^ how-» 
*y.er, rendered me ufefuU and Mr. "fioUaind 
^as pleafed to tell me that he wa« vei!y;WeU 
feti^sncd wiih me, juft at the very nK)ment 
iftheni b^gan to grow extremely diffatisfied with 

hioi^ ' '^, : ; ; I : 

.V No part of my life has been totally iinftteaded 
K with l^leafure, except the eight or.ni|ie.'iponths 
t palfed in Gray's Inn. The office (fox: fo the 
dungeon where I wrote was called) ^y4s fo.dark^ 
that, on cloudy days, we were obliged to^burn 
candle. I worked like a galley- (lave from five 



fli tfce'mofmng till eight or nine at nlgJift attd 

fometitocs all night lobg. liow many qUarreU 

have I affifted to fotnent ajid perpetuate Bei 

tween thofe 'poor innocent fellows, Johft Dpi j 

and JRichard Roe! How many times (God for^ \ 

give me1) have I fet them to affinlt each other 

with guns, fwords, ftates and pitch-forka^ a"nd 

then brought them to anfwer for thetr mifdfe^ds 

before Our Sovereign Lord the King feated in * 

His Court of Weftmii\fter !' When I tHnk^of 

ihefkids zn6fef&rths' and the couiits of* taiitolo}- 

gy that I feribbled over; when I think of thofe 

ftieets of feventy-two wofdd, and thbfe line^ 

tvvo inches a part, my brain turns. Gracious 

heaven! if I am doomed to be i^vretched, bury 

ttie beneath Iceland fnows, ^nd let me feed on 

blubber; ftretch nie undeii^ Ae burning line arijd 

deny me thy propitious ilews;' nay, if it be thy 

ivilli ftiifocate me with thfc i^6<aed and^peffi- 

lential air of a democratic club room; but feve 

nie from the defe 6f an attorney! ' ' 

^t. Holland was but littl^ In the" chafnberi 
himfelf* He always went out' to dinner, \^hii6 
1 was left to be provided for by the Lamrffre/s^ 
as he called her. Tlidfe gentlemen of th^ 
law, who have refidcd'iri tHd'tons of court in 
Lbndon, know very'Wtl wh^t a iiw/z^r^j^ 
mean*. Ours was^ t beKeve,^ t|ie oldeft and 
uglieft of the officious flfterhdad. 'She had age , 
knd' experience enougli to be Lady Abbefs of 
all the nuns in all the convents of Irifh-T6^yn, 
it would be wronging the witcR of Endor t<i 
compare her t<x this ha§^ whcj-^vas th& only 
creature that deigned to enter rmd'CoAH^rfai 



tion witH^ mc» All exceipt the napie, I ,wa^ ia 
prifon, and this Weird Sifter was ray keeper. 
Our. chambers were, to me, what the fiihter- 
raneous cavera Was to Gil Bias,: y s ' defcrip- 
tiou of the Datne Leonarda exaftly fuited my 
Laundrefs ; nor, were the profeffioas, or rather 
the praAice, of our matters altogether dif- 
iirnilar. 

I never quitted this gloomy recefs except 
on;Sundays, when. I ufually took a walk to St. 
James's Park, to fieaft my eyes with the fight 
of the trees, the gr^fs, and the water. In one 
of thefe walks I happened to caft my eye on 
an advertifement; inviting all loyal young 
men, who had a mind to gain riches an4 
glory, to repair to a certain rendezvous*, where 
they might enter intq His Maj^fty's marine fer- 
vice, and have the peculiar happinefs and ho- 
nour of being enrolled in the Chatham Divifion. 
i was not ignorant enough to be the dupe of 
this morfel of military bombaft ; but a change 
was what 1 wanted : befides, I' knew that ma- 
rines went to fea, and my defire to be on that 
(element had rather ^ncreafed than diminiftied 
by my being penned up in London. In fliort, 
1 refolved to join this glorious corps ; and, to 
avoid all poffibiiity of being difcovered by mv 
friends, I weilt dow^ to Chatham and enlifted, 
into the marines as I thought, but the next 
morning I found myfelf before a Captain of a 
marching regiment. There was no retreating : 
i had taken a Ihilling to drink his Majefty's 
health5 and hU further bounty was ready for 
]py recepttou^ 
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When I told the Capuin (who was an IriHi- 
man, and who has fince been an excellent 
friend to me), that I thought myfelf engaged 
in the marmes: *^ Bv Jafes, my lad," iaid he, 
" and you have had a narrow efcape/' He 
told me, that the regiment into which I had 
been "lb happy as to enlift was one of the old* 
eft and boldcft in the whole army, and that k 
was at that moment ferving in that fine, flou- 
rilhing and plentiful countw. Nova Scotia. 
He dwelt long on the beauties and riches of. 
this terreftrial Paradife, and difmiffed me, per- 
fedly enchanted wdth the profpeft of a voyage 
thither. 

I enlifted early in 1784* and, as peace 
had then taken place, no great hade was 
made to fend recruits off to their regiments. 
I remained upwards of a year at Chatham, 
during which time I was employed in learning 
my exercife, and taking my tour in the duty 
of the garrifon.* My leifure time, which was a 
very confiderable portion of the. twenty-four 
hours; was fpent, not in the diffipations com- 
mon to fuch a way of life, but in reading and 
iludy. In the courfe of this year 1 learnt more 
than I had ever done before- I fubfcribed to 
a circulating library at Brompton, the greateft 
part of the books in which I read more than 
once over. The library was not very conft- 
del^ble, it is true, nor in my reading was I di* 
refted by any degree of tafte or qhoice. Novels, 
plays, hiftory, poetry^ all were read, and nearly 
with equal avidity. 

D 
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Stich a courfe of reading could be attended' 
with but little profit : it was Ikimming over the 
fur&ce of every thing. One branch of learn- 
ing, however, I went to the bottom with, and 
that the moft effential branch too,^ the gram- 
mar of my mother tongue. I had experienced 
the want of a knowledge of grammar during 
my ftay with Mr. Holland ; but it is very pro- 
bable that I never jhould have thought of' en- 
countering the |tudy of it, had not accident 
placed me under a man whofe ftiendfhip ex- 
tended beyond his intereft. Writing a fair 
hand procured nie the honour of being copyift 
to Colonial Debieg, the commandant of the 
garrifon. I tranfcribed the famous correfpond- 
ence between him and the Duke of Richmond, 
.which ended in the good and gallant old Colo- 
nel being dripped of the reward, beftowed on. 
.him for his long and meritorious fervitude* 

Being totally ignorant of the rules of gram- 
mar, I > neceuarily made many miftakes in 
copjHing, becaufe no one can copy letter by 
•letter, nor even word by word. The Colonel 
faw my deficiency, and ftrongly recommended 
ftudy. He enforced his advice with a fort of 
injunftion, and with a promife of reward in 
cafe of fuccefs. 

I procured me a Lowth's grammar,, and ap- 
plied myfelf to the ftudy of it with unceafing 
.afliduity, and not without fonie profit; for, 
though it was a confiderable time before I fully 
comprehended all that I read, ftill'I read and 
iludied with fuch unremitted attention, thaty at 
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hft, I could write without falling into any very 
I grofs errors. The pains I took cannot be de- 

^ fcribed : I wrote the whole grammar out two or 

r three times; I got it by heart; I repeated it 

[ ^very morning and every evening, and, when 

on guard, I impofed on myfelf the tafk of fay- 
ing it all over once e\'ery time I was polled 
; fentiiiel. To this exercifd of my memory I 

afcribe the retentivenefs of which I have fince 
found it capable, and to the;fticcefs with which 
t it was attended, 1 afcribe the perfeverance that 

\ has led to the acquirement of the little learning 

\ of which I am mailer. 

This lludy was, too, attended with another 
^ advantage : it kept me out of mifchief. I was 

always fbber, and regular in my attendance ; 
'' and, not being a clumfy fellow, I met with 

■ none of thofe reproofs, which difguft fo many 

young • men ^"vith the feryice. 

There is no fituation where merit is fo ftire 
to meet with reward as in a well difciplined 
army. Thofe who command are obliged to 
reward it for their own eafe and credit. I was 
foon raifed to the rank of Corporal, a rank, 
which, however contemptible it may appear in 
fome people's eyes, brought me in a clear two- 
pence per diem, and put a very clever wdrfted 
knot upon my Ihoulder too. Don't you laugh 
now, Mr. Swanwick; a Worfted knot is a much 
more lionourable mark of diftin<ftion than a 
' CuJiom^Hou/e badge ; though, I confefs, the 
king mull have fuch people as Tide-waiters its 
well as Corporals. 
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As promotion began to dawn, I grew impa- 
tient to get to :my rctgiment, where I expefted 
foon to balk under the rays of Royal favour. 
The happy.day of departure at laft came : we fet 
fail froiti Gravefend, and, after a ftiort and plea- 
fant pailkge, arrived at Hallifax in Nova Scotia* 
When I firft beheld the barren, not to fay hide- 
ous, rocks at the entrance of the harbour^ I be- 
gan to fear that the mafter of the veffel had 
miftaken his way ; for I could perceive no- 
thing of that fertility that my good recruiting 
Captain had dwelt on with fo much delight. 

' . p .- 

Nova Scotia had no other charm for me 
than that of novelty. Every thing I faw was 
new : bogs, rocks and Humps, mufquitoes and 
bull-frogs. Thoufands of Captains and Colo- 
nels without foldiers, and of 'Squires without 
ftockiags.or ftioes. In England, I had never 
thought of approaching a 'Squire without a 
moft refpeftful bow ; but, in this new world, 
though 1 was but a Corporal, I often ordered 
a 'Squire to bring me a glafs of grog, and even 
tQ take care of my knapiack^ 

We ftaid but a few weeks in Nova Scotia, 
being ordered to St. John's, in the Province of 
New Brunfwick. Here, and at other places in 
the. fame Province, we remained till the month 
of September, 1791, when the regiment was 
relieved, and fent home* 

,We landed at Portfmouth on the 3d of No* 
vember, and on the 19th of the next month I 
obtained my difcharge, after. having ferved not 
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^ quite eight years, and after haying, in that 

[ ftiortfpaee, paffed through every rank, from 

I "that of a private fentinel to that of Sergeant 
[ Major, without, evier being once difgraced, con- 

I , fined, or even reprimanded. — But, lei: my fuv 
j periors fpeak for me, they wilLteil mj^ friends 

and all my readers what I was during my fcr- 

vitude. 



" By the Right Honmrahk Major Lard Edwards 
" " Fitzgerald, commanding His Majejifs SA^k 
i " Regiment of Foot, whereof Lieutenant Ge^ 
^ neral Frederick is Cokne/" 

'' THESE are to certify, that the Bear- • 
" er hereof, William Cobbett, Sei^eaait 
*^ Major in the aforefaid regiment, has ferved 
•* honeftly and faithfully for the fpace of eight 
** years j nearly feven of which he has been a 
** non-commiffioned officer, and of that time 
*^ he has been five years.Sergcant Major to the * 
*V regiment; but having very earneftly applied 
*^ for his difcharge, he, in confideration of hi^ 
*^ good behaviour and the fervices he has ren-; 
*^ dered the regiment, is hereby difcharged.' 

'^ Given under my hand and the feat 
" of the regiment, at Portfmouth, this 
" 19th day of December, 1 791; 

« EDWARD FITZGERALD." 

I ihali here add the orders, iffued in the 
garrifon of Portfmouth on the day of my dif- 
charge. 1 ,. 
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** Portftnouth, 19th Dec. 1 791 . 
» ' . ' ' ■ ■ . 

*^ Sergeant Major Cobbett having moft prelt 
*^ ingly applied for his difcharge^ at Major 
" Lord Edward l^itzgerald's requeft, General 
•^ Frederick has granted it. General Frede- 
•* rick has ordered Major Lord Edward Fitz- 
*' gerald to return the Sergeant Major thanks 
" for his behaviour and conduft during the 
" time of his being in the regiment, and Ma- 
*^jor Lord Edward adds his moft hearty thanks 
*' to thofe of the Geiieral.7 ♦ 

% - After having laid thefe pieces before my 
reader, I beg him to rccolledl what the Argut 
of New York and the Aurora of Philadelphia 
halve aflerted coricerhing Peter Porcupine's be- 
wig flogged in his regiment for thieving, and 
afterwards deferting. The monftrous, difor* 
ganizing, democratic gang were not aware that 
I was in pofleiGon of fuch uncontrovertible 
proofs as thefe. 

I hope, I may prefiime that my charafter 
will be looked upon as good, down to the date 
of my difcharge ; and, if fo, it only remains 
for me to give an accotint pf myfelf from that 
time to this. 

- The democrats have afferted, as may be fecn 
in the preface, that I got my living in London 
by " garret-fcribbling," and that 1 was obliged 
to " take a French Leave for France, for fome 
" night work.^^ — ^Now, the fa6l is, I went t^ 
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France in March, 1792, and I landed at New 
York in the month of ^0£lober following; fo ^ 
that, I had but three months to follow ^' gar- 
" rct-fcribbling" in London. How thefe three 
months were employed it is not neceffary to fay 
here, but that I had not much leifure for " gar- 
" ret-fcribbling" the ladies will be well con- 
vinced, when I tell them that I got a wife in 
the time. As to the charge concerning *^ night 
*' work,'* I am afraid I muft plead guilty, but 
not with my " fingers,'* as thefe malicious, fel- 
lows -would, infinuate. No, no, I am no rela-^ 
tion to Citizen P/s^o: the French ladies do not 
call me, the Gar f on Fendu. 

Before I go any further, it feems neceflary 
to fay^a word or two about " French Leave.'* 
Did Jthis expreffion e;fcape the democrats in an 
unwary moment ? Why " French Leave ?'' Do 
they wifli to infinuate, that nobody but French"' 
men are obliged to fly from the hands of thief- 
catchers? The Germans, and after them the 
Engliih,.have applied this degrading expreflion 
to the French nation; but, is it not inconfift- 
ent, and even ungrateful, for thofe who are iu 
the intereft, and perhaps, in the pay> of that 
magnanimous republic, to talk about ** French 
•* Leave?'' It is. fomething curious that this ex^ 
preflion fhould find a place in a paragraph 
wherein I am accufed of abufing the French. 
The fadl is, the friendihip profefled by thefe 
people, towards the French nation, is all gri- 
mace, all hypocrify: the moment they are off 
thcii' guard, they let us fee that it is the abomi- 
nable fyftera of French tyranny that they ar« 



attached to^aod not to the people of that coun- 
try.—*' French Leave!" The leave of a run- 
nwajy sitkuf, a Tom Paine i What could the 
moft prejudiced, the bittereft Engliftiman have 
faid xmixt galling and fevere againft the whole 
French nation ? They cry out againft me for 
" ahufin^^ the cut-throats of Nantz and other 
places, and for accufing the demagogue-tyrants 
of robbery; while they themfelves treat the 
whole nation as thieves. This is the demo- 
cratic way of waftiing out ftains; juft as the 
fweet and cleanly Sheelah waihcs her gentle 
Dermot's face with a difhclout. 

Leaving the ingenious citizens to extricate 
tbemfelves from this hobble, or fall under the 
difpleafure of their mafters, I fhall return to 
my adventures.-— I arrived in France in March, 
1 792, and continued there till the l>eginning 
of September following, the 'fix happiefl months 
of my life. I ftiould be the moft ungrateful 
inonftcr that ever exifted, were I to fpeak ill of 
the French people in general. I went to that 
country full of all thofe prejudices, that Eng;- 
liihmen fuck in with their mother's milk, againft 
the French, aiid againft their religion: a few 
^veeks convinced me that I had been deceived 
with refpeft to bo^th* I met every where with 
civility, and even hofpitality, in a degree that 
I never had been accuftomed to. I found the 
people, among whom I lived, excepting thofe 
who were alr^y blafted with the principles 
of the accurfed revolution, honeft, pious, and 
kind to excefs* ' 
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People may fay what they pkafe about the 
Inifery of the French peafantry, under the old 
governmeiit; I have converfed with thoufaiwls 
of them, not ten among whom did not regret 
the change. I have not rooia here to go into 
aii inquiry into the caufes that have led thcfe 
people to become the pa.ffive inftruments, the 
flaves, of a fet of tyrants fuch as th^ world 
never faw before, but I venture to predift, that, 
fooner or later, they will return to that form of 
government under which they were happy, and 
under which alone they can ever be fo again. 

My determination to fettle in the United 
States Was formed before I went to France, and 
even before I quitted the army. A defire of 
feeing a country, fo long the theatre of a war 
of which I had heard and read fo much; the 
flattering piAure given of it by Raynal; and* 
above all, an inclination for feeing the world> 
led me to this determination. It would look a 
little like coaxing for me to fay, that I had im- 
bibed principles of republicanifm, and that I 
was ambitious to become a citizen of a free 
ftate, but this was really the cafe. I thought 
that men enjoyed here a greater degree of li- 
berty than in England ; and this, if not the 
principal reafon, was at leaft one, for my 
coming to this country. 

I did intend to ftay in France till the fpring 
^^ I793» ^s well to perfeft myfelf in the lan- 
guage, as to pafs the winter at Paris ; but I per- 
ceived the ftorm gathering; I faw that a war 
with England was inevitable, and it was not 

E 
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difficult to forefee what woul^ be the fatcf of 
Engiilhixien, in that country, where the ruleps 
had laid afide even the appearance of juflice 
and mercy. I wifhed, however, to fee Paris, 
and had aftually hired a coach to go thither. I 
was even on the way, when I heaitJ, at Abbe^ 
ville, that the king was dethroned and his 
guards murdered. This intelligence made me 
turn off towards Havre de Graces whence I em- 
barked for America. 

I beg leave here to remind the reader, that one 
of the lying paragraphs, lately publifhed in the 
lying Aurora^ ftates, that I was whipped at Pa- 
ris, and that hence I bear a grudge againft the 
French Republic. Now, I never was at Paris, 
as I can prove by the receipts for my board 
and lodging, from the day 1 entered France to 
that of my leaving it; and, as to the Republic^ 
as it is called, 1 could have no grudge againft 
it; for the tyrants had not given it that name, 
when I was fo happy as to bid it an eternal 
adieu* Had I remained a few months longer, 
I make no doubt that I fbould have had reafon 
to execrate it as every other man, woman, and 
child has, who has had the misfortune to groan 
under its iron: anarchy. ^ 

Some little time after my arrival in this coun- 
try, I fent Mr. Jefferfon, then Secretary of 
State, a letter of recommendation, which I had 
brought from the American AmbafTador at the 
Hague. The following is a copy of the letter 
Mr. Jefferfon wrote me on that occafion. 
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\ ' > "Philadelphia, Nov. 5th, 1792. 

L ' '' Sir, 



i " In acknowledging the receipt of your fa- 
•* vour of the 2d inftant, I wifli it were in nij 

: 5* pQwer'to ani^ounce to you any way in which 

^ "I could be.' ufeful to you. Mr. Short's af» 

t '^ lurances of your merit would be a fufficient 

r ^^ inducement > to me. Public Offices in our 

i. " government are fo few, and of fo little va* 

[ " lue, *is to ofTfiT no refource to talents. When 

L ^ " you fhall have been. here fome fmall time, 

1^ f^ you will be able to judge in what way you 
r . f^ can let out with the beft profpeft of fuccefs, 

[ ^^ and if 1 can ferve you in it, I fhall be very 

f, " i^ady to do it. 

i ''lam, - 

!• "Sir; 

I " Your very humble fervant, 

I " Tn. Jefferson." 



I will juft obferve on this letter, that it was 
thankfully received, and that, had I flood in 
need of Mr. JefTerfon's fervices, I ftiould have 
applied to him ; but as that did not appear 
likely to be the cafe, I wrote him a letler fome 
few months afterwards, requefting him to affift 
a poor man, the bearer of it, and tilling him 
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that I fhould look upon, the affiftance as given 
to myfelf. I dare fay he complied with ray . 
requeft, for the peribn recommended was in 
deep diftrefs, and a Frenchman. 

With refped to the authenticity of this letter 
there can be no doubt. I have fhown the ori- 
ginal> as well as thofe of the other documents 
here tranfcribed, to more: than fifty gentlemen 
of the city of Philadelphia, and they may, at 
any time, be feen by any pcrfon of credit, who 
wiflies a fight of them. Nor have I confined 
the p^rufal of them to thofe who have the mis* 
fortune to be deemed ariftocrats* Amoc^ per* 
fons of diftant places, I have ftiown them, to 
Mr. Ke'tlafas of New York, who, I muft do 
him the juftice to fay, had the candour to ex* 
prefs a becoming deteftation of the bafe cut* . 
throat author^ of the threatening letter fent to 
Mr.Oldden, 

I have now brought myfelf to the United 
States, and have enabled the reader to judge 
of ra^ fo far. It remains for me to negative 
two aflertions which apply to my authoring 
tranfadlions : the one is, that " Mr. Bradford 
*^ put a coat upon rny^^ back ;'^ and the other, that 
I am, or hav0 been, *^ In the pay of a Britifli 
*^ Ag^nt/* 

In the month of Jqly, 1794, the famous 
TQnitarian Dodor, fellow of the Royal Society, 
London, citizen of France,, and delegate to 
the Grande Convention Nationale of notorious 
tmdoxy, landed at .N^w-Tork. Hi$ landing 
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was nothing to me, nor to any body clfe ; but 
the fulfome and confcquential adarefles, foot 
hkn by the pretended patriots, and hia canting: 
replies, at once calculated to flatter the peo* 
pie here, and to degrade his country and roiae, 
M?as fomething to me. It was my bufinefs^ and 
the bufinefs of every man who thinks that 
truth ought to be oppofcd to malice, and hy- 
pocrify. 

When the Obfervathns oxx the Ejnigradon of 
this " mirtyr to the caufe of liberty" wertR 
ready for die prefsj I did not, at firft, offer 
them to Mr. Bradford. I knew him to retaia 
a rooted hatred againft Great Britajln, and con* 
eluded, that his principles would prevent him 
from being inftrumental in the publication of 
anything that teilded to unveil one of its moft 
biuer enemies^.* I therefore addreffed myfelf 
to Mr, Carey, Thia was, to make ufe of a 
culinary figune, jumping out of the frying-,paa 
inta the fire. Mr. Carey received me as book- 
fellers generally receive authors (I mean au* 
tJiors whom they hope to get but little by) : 1^; 
looked at the title from top to bottom^ andthenc 
at me fr^m head to foot.— *" No, wsfjf lad^ fays 
he, *' I don^ think it will fuit"— Afy lad\'^ 
Ood in heaven forgive me ! 1 believe that, at 
that moment, I wiihed for another yell<Av fcver^ 
to ftrike the city; not to deftroy the inhabi- 
taitts, but to furnifh me too with the fidje^l of 
^ p^Tnph/efy ihB,t might make me rich.— -Mn 
Carey has fold hundreds of the Obfervatiom- 
ifince that time, and therefore, I dare fay hci 
highly approved of them, when he came'to a 
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pefufa!. At any rate, I muft not forget to fay, 
that be behaved honourably in the bufinefs ; 
for, he promifed not to make known the au^ 
thor> and he certainly kept his word, or the ' 
difcovery would not have been referved for the 
month of June, 1 796. This circuitiftance, con- 
iidering Mr. Carey's politics, is greatly to his 
honour, and has almoft wiped from my me- 
mory that contumelious ** rny lad^"* 

From Mr. Carey r went to Mr. Bradford, 
and left the pamphlet for his perufal. The 
next day I^ent to him to know his detcro^i^ 
nation. He hefiiated, Wanted to know if Ij 
could not make it a little more popular, adding 
that, unlefs I could, he feared ^hat the publifti- 
ing of it would endanger his windows. More 
popular I could not make it.. I never was of aa 
acconimodating difpofition in my life. Th^ 
only alteration I would conf^nt to was in the 
title,. I had given the pamphlet the double ti- 
tle of, " The Tartuffe Pet€a€d ; or, Vbfemm^ 
*^ tionsy kc.''^ The former was foppreflfed, 
though, had I not been pretty certain that eve* 
ry prefs in the city wa§ as little free as that to. 
which I was fending it, the Tartuffe Dete8ed 
Ibould have remained ; for, the perfonon whom 
it was beftowed merited it much better than the 
charafler fo named by Moliere: 

Thefe difficulties, andthefe fears of the book- 
feller, at once opened my eyes with refpeCt to 
the boafted liberty of the prefs. Becaufe the 
laws of this country proclaim to the world> 
that every man may write and publifh freely. 
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and becaufe I faw the news-papers fiHed With 
vaunts on the fubje<il, I was fool enough to 
imagine that the prefs was really free for every 
pne. I had not the lead idea, that a man's 
windows were in danger of being broken, if 
he publilhed any thing that was not popular. I 
did, indeed, fee the words liberty anci equality^ 
the rights of many the crimes of kingSy and fuch 
like, in moft of the bookfeller's windows ; but 
1 did not know that they were put there to fave 
the glafs, as a free republican Frenchman puts 
a cockade tricolor in his hat to fave his head* 
I was ignorant of all thefe arcana of the liber- 
ty of the prefs. 

If it had fo happened that one of the Whifkeyi 
Boys had went over to England, and had re- 
ceived addrefles from any part of the people 
there, congratulating him on his efcape from a 
nation of ruffians, and befeeching the Lord 
that thofe ruffians might " tread back the paths 
" of infamy and ruin;'^ and if this emigrating 
" Martyr'' in the caufe of whilkey had echoed 
back the hypocritical cant, and if he and all 
his palavering addreffers had been deteded and 
expofed by fome good American, in London, 
would not fuch an American have received the 
applaufe of all men of virtue and fenfe? And 
what would, or rather what would not, have 
been faid here againft the proftituted prefs of 
Great Britain, had an Englifh bookfeUer tefti- 
fi^d his fears to publiih the truth, left his win- 
dows (hould bedaihed in? 



( 40 ) 

The "w-ork that it was feared would draw 
down puniftitnent on the publiftier, did not 
contain one untruth, one anarchical, indecent, 
immoral, or irreligious expreffion; and yet the 
bookfcUcr feared for his windows I For what ? 
Becaufe it was not popular enough. A bookfel- 
Icr in a defpotic ftatc fears to publifh a work 
that is too popular and one in a free ftatc fears 
to publifh a work that is not popular enough. I 
leave it to the learned philofophers of the 
^* Age of Reafon" to determine in which of 
thefe ftates there is the moft liberty of the prefs ; 
for, I muft acknowledge, the point is too nice 
for me: fear is fear, whether infpired by a 
Sovereign Lord the King, or by a Sovereign 
People* 

I fliall be told, that Mr. Bradford's fear* 
were groundlefs. It may be fo ; but h^ ought 
to be a competent judge of the matter; he 
inuft know the extent of th^ liberty of the prefs 
better than 1 could. He might be miftaken, 
but that he was fincere appeared clearly froni 
his nor putting bis name at the bottom of the 
title page. Even the Bone to Gnaw for the De- 
fnocratSy which did not appear till about fix 
months afterwards, was " Publifhed for the 
•* Purchafers." It was not till long after the 
public had fixed the feal of approbation on 
thefe pamphlets, that they were honoured 
with the bookfeller's name. It was fomething 
curious that the fecond and third and fourth 
editions Ihould be entitled to a mark of refpe^ 
that the firft was not worthy of. Poor little 
innocents! They were thrown on the parilh 
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Kkc focradfings; no foul would own thetK, till 
it was found that threjr poffeflcd tihi gift c4 
briD^ing in the pence. Another finffularityj 
lAy they got into Better pa'per as they lavanced* 
Saithe priident matron changes the little dirty 
ragged wench into a^fine mademoifelie, as fooit 
as flee perceives that the beaux begin tO' carfk 
^beir eyes on her. 

But, it is time to iteturn, and give there^ 
er an account of mv gains. The pecuniary 
eoi^cems of an author ar^ klways the xnoft in- 
terefting. . ' 

The temiis on which Mr. Bradford took th« 
ObfervatioHs, were what bookfellers call/teii 
Ufiiing. it together. 1 beg the reader, if he fore- 
fees the poSibility of hi« becoming author, to 
recolle(£): this phmfe well. Pubtiping it f0g6^ 
iher is thus managed : the bookfelier tatker rfid 
work, prints it, and defrays all expenfes of 
paper,, binding, &c. and the profits, if any, 
are divided between him and the author; 
— T^Long after the Obfervations' were fold 
off, Mr. Bradfoixl rendered me an account 
{undoubtedly a very juft one) of the faies* 
Accbitling to this account, my fhare of th^ 
profits (my fhare only) amiounted to the fum of 
one /hilling and fe'ven-'pence half*pennyy curren- 
cy of the State of Pennfylvania (or, about 
eleven-pence three farthings fterling), quite 
entirely clear of all deduftions whatfoever! 

F • 
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Now, bulky as this fum appears id words at 
length, I prefume, that when 1/7I is reduced 
to figures, no one will fuppofe it fufficient to 
put a coat upon my back. If my poor back 
were not too broad to be clothed with fuch a 
film as this, God knows how I.ftiould bear all 
that has. been, and is, and is to be, laid on it 
by the unmerciful democrats. Why! ^J*^\ 
would not cover the back of a Lilliputian; 
no, not even in rags, as they fell here. 

Befides, this clothing ftory will at once fall 
to the ground, when I affure the reader (and 
Mr. Carey will beair witnefs to the truth of 
what* I fay;, that, when I offered this work for 
publication, I had as good a coat upon my 
back, as ever Mr. Bradford or any of his bro- 
ther bookfellers put on in their lives ; and, what 
is more, this coat was my own. No taylor nor 
flioemaker ever had my name in his books. 

After the Obfervationsy Mr. Bradford and I 
fuhli/hedit together no longer. When a pam- 
phlet was ready for the prefs, we made a bar- 
gain for it, and I took his note of hand, pay- 
able in one, two, or three months. That the 
public may know exadly what gains I have 
derived from the publications that iffued from 
Mr. Bradford's, I here fubjoin a lift of them, 
and the fums received in payment. 
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100 






( 43 ) 



Obfervations • . • . 

Bone to Gnaw, ift part 

Kick for a Bite . . . 

Bone to Gn^w, 2d" Part 

Plaii;i Englifh , . . . 

New Year's Gift . . 

Profpea . 18 o 

Total 403 21 



The bed way of giving the reader an idea of the 
generofity of my bobkfeller, is, to tell him, that 
upon my going into bufinefs for myfelf, I offered 
to purchafe the copy-rights of thefe pamphlets 
at the fame price that I had fold them at. Mr. 
Bradford's refiifing to fell, is a clear proof that 
they were worth more than he gave me, even 
after they had paffed through feveral editions* 
Let it not be faid, then, that he put a coat up- 
on my back« 

My concerns with Mr. Bradford clofed with 
The Projpedjrom the Congrefi-Gallery^ and, as 
our feparation has given rife to conjeftures and 
reports, I ihall trouble the reader with an ex- 
|>lanationof the matter. 

I propofed making a mere coUedlion of the 
debates, with here and there a note by way of 
remarks. It was not my intention to publifh 
it in Numbers, but at the end of the feffion, in 
one volume; but Mr. Bradford, fearing a want 
of fucccfi in this fornj, determined on publifti- 



I 



( 44 ) 

ing in Numbers,- This was without oiy appro- 
batioa, as was alfo a fubfcription that was open- 
ed for the fupport of tl^ work. When about 
half a Number was finiftied, I was informed 
that many gentlemen had expre0ed their de* 
fire, that the wori might contain a good deal 
of original matter, and few debates. In con- 
fequence of this, I was requefted to alter my 
plan; I faid I would, but that I would by no 
means undertake to continue the work* 

The firft Number, as it was called (but not 
by me), was publiftied, and its fuccefs led Mn 
Bradford'to prefs for a continuation. His fon 
offered me, I believe, a hundred dollars a 
Number, in place of eighteen; ^and, I fhould 
iaye accepted his offer, had it not been for a 
word that efcaped him during the converfation* 
He obferved, that their cuftomers would be 
much difappointed, for that, his father had 
frmnijcd^ continuation, and that it Jkouldb^ 
made very interefling. This flip of the tongue, 
opened my eyes at once. What ! a bpokfeUer 
undertake to promife that I ihould write, and 
that I fiiould write to pleafe his cuftomers too! 
No; if all his cu/iwners, i£ HI the Gopgrefs/ 
with the Prefident at their head, had come and ^ 
folicited me; nay, had my falvation depended 
on a compliance^ I would not have written ano* 
tber line* 

I was fplly employed at this time, having a 
tranflation on my hands for Mr. Moreau d^ Su 
Mery as well as another work which took up 
a. great deal pf my time j fo that, I believe, I 
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ihould not have publUhed the Cenfor^ had it not 
beea to convince the cujiomers of Mr. Bradford, 
that I was not in his pay ; that I iWs not the 
puppet and he the ihow-man. That, whatever 
f . merits or demei:it8 my writings might have, no 
fart of them fell to his fhare. 

When Mr. Bradford found I was preparing 
to publifh a continuation of the remarks on the 
debates, he fent me the following note : 



" Sir, 

" Send me your account and a receipt for 
-^ the laft publication, and! your money fhall be 
** fent you by 

" Yours, &c. 

" Tho. Bradford." 

^ Phila. April 2Z, I79<5» 

To this I returned, for anfwer. 

** Philadelphia^ a ad March, I796# 
« Sir, 

" I have the honour to poffefs your laconic 
** note; but, upon my word, I do not under- 
^^ ftand it The requcfting of a receipt £hom a 
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*^ perfon, before any tender of money is mad€, 
*' and the note being dated in April in place of 
" March; thefe things throw fuch an crt>fcurity 
" over the whole, that I defer complying with 
'*' its contents, till I have the pleafure of fce- 
" ing yourfelf- 

« lam 

" Your moft obedient 

** Humble feivant, 

^' Wm. Cobbett/* 

This brought me a fecond note, in thefe 
words : 

" Sir, 

" Finding you mean to purfue the VrofpeSj 
^* which you fold to me, I now make a demand of 
'** the fulfillment of your contrad and if honour 
*^ does not prompt you xx> fullfill joux engage- 
*** meats, you may rely on an applycaiion to the 
^* laws of my country and make no doubt I 
^^ (hall there meet you on fuch grounds as will 
" convince you I am not to be trifled with* 

^ I am 

" Yours, &c. 

" Tho. Bradjord*'* 
*' Marcji 22, 1796. 
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Here ended the correfpondence^ except that 
it might be faid to be continued for about five 
minutes longer by. the hearty laugh, that I be- 
fiowed on this corre^iza^ pcvUte billet. 

It is fomething truly Angular, thatMn Brad- 
ford ihould threaten me with a profecution 
for not writing, juft at the moment that others 
threatened me with a profecution fpr writing* 
It feemed a little difficult to fet both at open defi- 
ance, yet this was done, by continuing to writei 
and by employing anotJier bookfeller. 

Indeed thefe bookfellers, in general, are a cru- 
el race. ^They imagine that the foul and body of 
every author that falls into their hands, is their 
exclufive property. They have adopted the bird* 
(,' catcher's maxim: " a bird that can fing, and 
** wont fing, ought to be made fing.'* When- 
ever their devils are out of employment, the 
drudging goblin of an author muft fliarpen up 
his pen, and never think of repofe till he -is 
relieved by the arrival of a more profitable job* 
Then the wretch may remain as undifturbed as 
a fleep-moufe in winter, while the ftiipid dolt 
whom h'* has clad and fattened, receives the 
applaufe. . 

I now come to the afFertion, that I am, or 
have been, in the pay of the Britiih govern- 
ment. 

In the firft place the democrats fwear that i 
have been " frequently vifited by a certain 
" Agent," meani^g I fuppofe Mr. Bond: to 
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this I anfvferi that it is an aboimnable lie. I 
sever faw Mi. Baodbiit three times in my life, 
and thear 1 had bnfiiiefs with him as the inters 
prcLer of Frencfamen^ who wanted certificates 
from him, in order to fecure their property in 
the conquered colonies. I never in ray life 
fpoketo, correfponded wiA> or even faw, to 
my knowledge, either of the Briti& Minifiers, 
or any one of their retinue. Mr. Bradford oned 
tbld mcy that Mr. Allen> the fathear-itt-law of 
Mr. Hammondi, laid he was acquainted wich 
me. If this gentleman did really lay fo^ he 
joked, or he told a lie; for he never faw me, 
in his life, that I know of* ^ 

A little while after the New Year's Gift was 
ptd>lilhed, an attack was made in the Argus of 
New York,, on the fuppofed author ef itj in 
confequence of which, this ftippafed author, 
ot fome one in his behalf, took occaiion tcrob^ 
ferve, in Mr* €laypoole*s paper, that it was 
uncandid to attribute to a gentleman of irre- 
proachable charadier, what was well known to 
be the work of a democrat* I had a great 
mind to fay at that time, what I ihall now lay; 
and that is, that let this gentleman be wha he 
will, 1 think myfelf asgood as he, and of as good 
a charader too ; and that, as to the dilhouour 
atta.ched to the publication, I am willing to 
take it all to myfelf. 

It is hard to prove a negative ; it is what no 
man is expcfted to do; yet, I tMnk I can 
provcy that^the accufation of my being in Bri* 
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tllh pay Is HOt fupported by one fingle fa<9r, of 
tht leaft ftiadow of probability. 

When a foreign government bires a writer* 
. it takes care that his labours fhall be diftributed* 
whether the readers are al^ willing to pay for 
them or upt. This we daily fee verified in the,dit 
tributionof certain blafphemous gazettes, which, 
though kicked from the door with difdain, flieal 
in at the window. Now, has this ever beeii 
the cafe with tlie works of Peter Porcupine ? 
Were t|jey ever thrufted upon people in fpite 
of their remonftrances? Can Mr. Bradford 
fay that thoufands of thefe pamphlets have ever 
been paid for by any agent of Great Britain ? 
Can. he fay that I have ever diftributed any of 
them ? No; he can fay no fuch thing. They . 
had> at firft, to encounter every difficulty, and 
they have tnade their way fupported by public 
approbation, and. by' that alone; Mr. Brad- 
ford, if he is <:andid enough to repeat what 
he told .me, will fay, , that ^he Britim Co'nful* 
when he purchaied half a dozen of. them, 
iniifted upon having them at thcwhokfale frice \ 
Did this look like a defire to encourag)e them ? 
B^fides, thofe who know any thing of Aiir. 
Bradford, will never believe, that he would 
have lent his aid. to a Britilh Agent's publicati- 
ons ; for, of all the Americans I have yet con- 
verfed with, he feems to entertain the gre.ateft 
degree of rancour againft that nation.. . ^r 

I have every reafon to believe, that the Brir 
tifh Conlul^was far from approving of forae, at 
G . 
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.leaft, of my publications. I happened to be 
in a bookfeller^s. fhop, unfeen by him, when 
he had the goodnefs to fay, that I was a " wild 
^ :feikw:\ Orf which I Ihall otily obferVe, that 
^hen the King beftows on me about five hun- 
dred pounds fterling a year, perhaps; Imajf^ 
become ft iamefelhw, and hear my mafter, my 
cfbuntfymen, my 'friends atid my parents, be- 
lied -ind execrated, iVithout faying one fingle 
word in their defence. 

Had" the Mifalfter bJf Great Britain employed 
ttie to write, can it be fuppofed that he would 
not fnrnifh me with the means of living well,« 
without: becoming the retailer of my own[ 
works? Can it be fuppofed that he would' 
have fufftred me ever to appcai* on the fcene ? 
It muft b^ a very poor king that he ferves,^ 
if he could not afford me more than I can- 
get by keeping a bobk-lhop. Ah Ambaf-- 
iador from a king of the Gypfies could not 
have a(5ted a meaner part. What! where was 
all the "goldof Pitt ?^' That gold which tempt- 
ed, a.ccording to the democrats, an American 
£nvoy to fell his x:ountry, and two-thirds of 
the Senate to ratifiy the bargain: that gold 
which,. according to the Convention of* France,* 
h&s^ m^de one half of that nation exit the throats 
of the other half; that potent gold tould tiot 
keep Peter Pbrcupine from ftanding behitKi a 
counter to fell a pen*knife, or a quire of paper! 

Muft,it not be evident, too, that the keep- 
iirg of a fhop- wotild take up a great part of my 
time? Time that was hardly worth a paying 
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for at all, if it was not of higher -value- ^l?3|i 
the profits on a few paojphlets* ; Every 91^ 
knows that the Cenfor has been delayed on acr 
count of my entering on bufinefs; would the 
Minifttr of Great Britain have fuffered this, 
had I been in his pay? No; I repeat, that it 
is downright ftupidity to fuppofe, that he wouliii 
evej; have fuffered me to appear at all/ had bf 
even felt in the leaft interclled intbe fateof 
my works, or the effeii they might produce* 
He mull be fenfible, that, feeing the uocour 
querable : prejudices exifting in this country^ 
my being known to be an Englifhman wouI4 
operate weightily againft whatever I might ad* 
Vance. 1 faw this vqry plainly myfelf ; but, 
as I had a living to get, and as Ihad deter- 
mined on this line of bufinefs, fuch a confider- 
ation was not to awe me into idlenefs, or 
make me forego any other advantages that I 
had reafon to hope I ihould enjoy. 

The notion of my being in Britifh pay arofe 
from my having now-and-then taken upon me 
to attempt a defence of the charader of that 
nation, and of the iutentions of its government 
towards the United States. But,* have I ever 
teazed my readers with this, except when the 
fubjeft neceffarily demanded it? And if I 
have given way to niy indignation when a hy- 
pocritical political divine attempted to degrade 
my country, or when its vile calumniators call- 
ed it " an infular Baftile,'* what have , I dona 
more than every good man in my place would 
have done? What have I done more than my 
duty; than obeyed the feelings of my heart f 
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When a man hears his country reviled!, does 
ft require that he fhould be paid for fpeaking 
ill -its defence? 

Befides, had my works been intended to in- 
trodute Britilh influence, they would have af- 
ifumed a more conciliating tone. The author 
Hvould have flattered the people of this coun- 
try, even in their exceffes; he would have en- 
deavoured to gain over the enemies of Britain 
by fmooth and foothing language ; he would 
have *^ ftooped to conquer;*' he would not, as 
I have done, rendered them hatred for hatred, 
and fcorn for fcorn, 

' My writings, the firft pamphlet excepted, 
have had no other obje<9: than that of keeping 
alive an attachment to the Conftitution of the 
United States and the ineftimable man who is 
at the head of the government, and "to paint 
in their true colours thofe who are the enemies 
of both ; to warn the people, of all ranks and 
defcriptipns, of the danger of admitting among 
them, the anarchical and blafphemous princi^ 
pies of the French revolutionifts, principles 
as oppofite to thofe of liberty as hell is to hea^^ 
ven. If, therefore, I have written at the in- 
ftance of a Britilh agent, that agent muft moft 
certainly deferve the thanks , of all the real 
friends of America. But, fay fome of the half 
democrats, what right have you to meddle 
with the defence of our government at all?-f- 
The fame right that you have to exad my obe- 
dience to it," and my contribution tpwards it? 
fpppprt. Sevml Engliihmen, not fo long iiiL 
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the country as I had been, fervedinthe mili- 
tia againft the weftem rebels, and, had I been 
called off, I mnft have ferved too. Surely a 
man has ia right to defend with his pen, that 
which he may be eompelled ta defend with a 
mufquet. - 

As to the real, bloody, 'cut-throats, they 
carry their^notion of excluding me from the 
life of the prefs ftill further. " While'' (fays 
one of them) " While I am a friend to 
*' the unlimited freedom of the prefs, when 
** e^ipercifed by en American^ I am an implaca- 
*^ ble foe to its proftitution to z foreigner ^ and 
* - would at ^ny time affift in hunting out of foci- 
" ety, any meddling foreigner who (hould dare 
" to interfere in our politics. I hope the apathy 
«* o£ oxivbrethrenoi Philadelphia will no longer 
" be indulged, and that an* exemplary ven- 
** geance will foon burft ypon the headbf fuch 
** a prefumptuous fellow.— ^—y«/?/V:^, honour ^ 

^^ national gratitude, all call for it, May it 

** no longer be delayed. 

^ *' An American*^ 

Are hot you, Mr. Swanwick, the Prefident 
of the Emigration Society? Well, then,. Sir, 
as your inftitution is faid to be for the informa- 
tiODi of perfons emigrating from foreign coun- 
tries, be fo good as to infert the little extraft, 
above quoted, in your next difpatches for a 
cargo of emigrant;s. Above all. Sir, be fure 
to;;^tell thofe who arc difpofed to emigrate from 
England, thofe martyrs in the caufe of liberty; 
be fure to tell them that this is the land of equal 
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liberty rtbathere^ aad here: alone, tbey will 
^Qd the true Unlimited freedomof the prefs^l^ut 
th^t, if thi^y dare to make nfe of it, 'IJuftm, 
" honour i national ^r^//Vi/^^, will call for ex- 
** emplary vengmnce on their heads." 

I ftiould not have noticed this diftindioh be- 
tween foreigners ^nd Jmprzc&nSf had I not per- 
ceived, that feverai perfons, who; are, generalr 
^ ly fpeaking, friends to their country, feem to 
think that it was impertinent in me to meddle 
with the politics here, becaufe I was an Eng* 
lifhman. I would have thefe good people to 
jrecoUedl, that the laws of thi^ country liold 
out, to foreigners, an offer of all that liberty 
of the prefs which Americans enjoy, and that, 
if* this liberty be abridged, by whatever means 
it may be done, the laws and the cpnftitutioh 
, and kll together is a mere cheat ; a fnare to 
catCfh the credulous and enthufiaftic of every 
other iiation; a downright iilipofition on the 
world* If people ^vhp , emigrate hither have 
not a right to make yfe of the liberty of the 
preffj, while the natives have, it is vei:y ill done 
to call this a country of equal liberty. Equaly 
above all epithets^ is the moft improper that* 
can be applied to it; for, if none but Ameri- 
cans haveaccefs to the prefs, they are the maf- 
ters and foreigners are their fubjeds, nay their 
flaves. Ah honourable and comfortable fitua- 
tion upon my word ! The emigrants from fome 
countries may be content with it, perhaps : I 
would not fay, that the *' Martyrs in the caufe 
^^ of liberty^ from England, would not quietly 
bend beneath the yoke, as, indeed, they ^re 
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hi' duty bound to* do; biitj fojc my part, who 
have not the ambitioa to afpire to the crown of 
martyrdom, I mtift and I will be «xcnfed. Eh 
ther the laws fhall be altered, or I' will con- 
tinue to avail tayfelf of the liberty that 
they held out to' me, aiid tfefel |)artly tempt-; 
td me to the coimtry. WJifefl an^aft is pafl^ 
ed for Excluding teogliftim^ From ekerciP 
ing their- taletits,' and from'proftitilgating what- 
they writ^, -cheA will I defift; but, I hope- 
when that^m^ aririves, BO aft '^U jbe paffecJ 
to prevent ^people from emigratfeg back again.- 

' Befoi'e I conclude, It feems. neceflary to' fay^ 
a word pr two about the miferable fliift, which 
the democrats have had recourf^to, refpec^ing^ 
the infamous ktter of Citizen , Hint. They. 
»0w pretend, that I fabricated it myfelft though? 
I have publicly dfeclaredy that it was deliver-'^' 
ed into my hands by a gentleman of reputati- 
on, whol(? name Ihave mentioned. Can any 
one lie ftupid emugh to imagine, that I would, 
particularly at this time, hav^.run the rifle of 
being detefted in fuch a {hameful bufinefs ? And, 
how could it Ixave been undertaken without run- 
ning that rifk I Had I* written it ifayfelf, there;^ 
would have been my hand- writing againft me». 
and had I employed anoitber, ithat other might- 
have betrayed me; he might h;4te ruined me 
ij^ the opinion of all .thofe, whomit.is my in-^ 
tcEseft as well as my pridic to be feftee^aed by ^ 
or, at b€^ft, I fhould have beeg^ at bis mercy' 
Ipr ever afterwards, - ' -' , -^ ' ^ 
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Befides the great rifk of deteAion, let anjf 
toe point out, if he can, wfiat end I could 
propofe to myfelf by fuch a device. As to 
making mv fhop and myfelf known, ^ I prefume 
I did not fiand in need of a. fcare-crow, to ef- 
feft that, when the kind democrats themfelves 
had publilhed to the whole Union, that I had 
taken the houfc in .which I live, for th^ purpofe 
of retailing my " poifon," as they called it^ 
and had even had the candour to t^ll the wo^d, 
that I had paid my rent in advance** They affe<9. 
to believe, fometimes, that the letter was sl 
mere trick to bring in the pence, and, in one 
of their lateft paragraphs, they call me a 

. * It was to Mr. Frankjin Bache's <:reditable and in- 
corruptible Gazette, that I was indebted for this volun- 
teer advertifement. This was generous in a declared 
foe ; but tbofe will not be aftoniihed at the editor's can- 
dour ^viAjoleratlng principles, who are acquainted wkh 
the following anecdote. 

From the European Magazine y for Sepu -^ 
X795, pageisS.^ 

"When Voltaire arrived at Paris, an interview took 
'< place between him and Franklin. After the firft com- 
'^ plimcnts, which by tbe way were more adulative than 
*' comported with the charaft^r of an American, and 
*<• above all of a ftern Republican, the Doftor prefented 
*< his grandfon to Voltaire, in (bliciting for him his 
'^ bleffing. The philofopher of impiety relifhed the plea- 
*^ fantry ; and "to render the farce complete, he rofe 
** from his chair, and with a patriarchal aif, laid hit' 
" hands on the head of the child ^ and folemnly pro-. 
*' nounced, in a loud voice^ thefe three words : God^ 
^ *^ Liberty y and Toleration. All the pious were ftiocked 
^^ at the American, who, they faid, burlefqued Religion 
*' inalkirigthe blejfmg of Voltaire.*' " 
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" catch-penny- author." - But, let them rccol- 
left, that lam now a bookfeller, whole trade 
it is to get money; and if I am driven to 
fuch fhifts as the ScareXrow, to get a living, 
let them reconcile this circumftance with their 
affertions concerning my being liberally paid 
by Great Britain. A man in Bjritifli pay, rolling 
in '' th€ Gold ©f : Pitt," could certainly never 
be fo reduced as to venture every thing for the 
fake of cblk6king. a ifew eleven-penny bits. It 
is the misfprtune of the democrats ever to fur- 
nifli atguments againll themfelves. 

Thofe who reafon upon the impi'^bability of 
the democrat's fending the threatening letter, 
do not recoUeft the extradl I have above quoted 
from the Aurora^ in which the people of Phi- 
ladelphia are called upon to murder me, and 
are told, that ^^jujliccy honour ^ and national 
" gratitude demand it." Is it very improba- 
ble that men, capable of writing paragraphs 
like thisy fliould, upon finding the people deaf 
to their honourable infinuations, attempt to in- 
timidate my landlord by a cut-throat letter ? 

Their great x>bje<Sl is to filence me, to this 
all their endeavours point: lies,, threats, fpies 
and informers, every engine of Jacobinical 
invention is played off. I am forry to tell 
them, that it is all in vain, for I am one of 
thofe whofe obftinacy increafes with oppofi^- 
tion, 

H 
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I have noW to apologize to my indulgent 
l^ader^ for having taken up fo much of hi» 
time \vith fiibje£U relating chiefly to myfelf. 
The taflc, ha«, to me, been a very difagreea- 
bleo&e; but it was become nece0ary, as well 
f&r the vindication of my own chara<ftef as 
fbr the fatisfadion of my friends; yen, in 
fpite of envy, malice and falfehood, I fey> my 
iiuiAerous and refpeAable friends, who, I truft, 
Will be Well pleafed to find, that thete is no- 
thing in the hiftory of Pist^r Porcupine to raife 
a blufti for the commendations they have be- 
llowed on his works, or to render them unwor- 
thy of theit future fupport* 



END. 



i* ■ 



COPY RIGHT SECURED ACCORPING TO tAW. 

'fit III'' I BfetttetesaagjaaaaBBBaBPi^^ 



PROPOSALS 

(By WiUiam Cobbett, oppofite Chrift Church, Philadelphia J 
FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 

7 H £ 

HISTORY OF JACOBINISM, 

ITS 

CRIMES, CRUELTIES and PERFIDIES: 

COMPRISING 

AN INCtUIRY 

Into the Manner of difleminating, under the Appearance of 
Philosophy and Virtue, 

PRINCIPLES 

WHICH AKE EQUALLY SVBVEksiVZ OF 

ORDER, VIRTUE, RELIGION, 

LIBERTY AND HAPPINESS. 
BY WILLIAM PLAYFAIR, 

AUTHOR OF THE COMMERCIAL AKD POLITICAL ATLAS, &C« 

With an Appendix, 
t^dW ^eier £^orcuhine. 

Shamming the clofe connexion which has ever fubftfled between 
the Jacobins at Paris and the Democrats in the United States of 
Atnerica, . 

CONDITIONS. 

I. nn HI S new, entertaining and | bound in boards, will be one Dol- 

JL inftru^ve work, which is at « lar and a Quarter, pai4 for on de- 

once a hiftory of Jacobinifm and a | livery ; and to non-fubicribers, a 

complete hiftory of the French g Dollar and a Half. 
Revolution down to the end of | III. As foon as a fufficient number 

1 795) will confift of two volumes, q of copies fliall be fobfcribed for, 

odlavo, each containing about 300 | the work will be put to the prefs, 

pages. It ihall be well printed, I andfinifhed^s expeditiouflyasa 

on a new type and fine paper. \ ftri(% attention to neatnels and 

II. The price of each volume, 8 accuracy will admit of. 

^•^ Subfcriptions taken by the publilher, and the principal book- 
fellers of Philadelphia ; MelTrs. Spotfwood and Nancrede of Bofton ; Mr. 
Kivingtonof New York; Mr. Rice of Baltimore; Mei&s. Pritchard 
and Davidfon of Richmond, Virginia ; and Mr. Young of Cbarleftoii| 
South Carolina. < 



(\ 



lit 



If:-'; 

if. 



Wk 



'Mi'-i 









il. 

ilil i 



uui i\3 lyzb 






\ 



\ 



